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Virtual Conference for Nonpublic School 

Teachers, Administrators and Parents 

Early Registration is encouraged.  

Sessions fill quickly! 

Multiple Virtual Sessions 
Available 

Monday 8:00a.m. – 4:30p.m. 
Tuesday & Wednesday 

8:00a.m. – 3:30p.m. 

June 14-16, 2021 

Sponsored by the Equitable 
Participation and Act 89 

Nonpublic School Services 
Programs 
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Session Descriptions for June 14: 

 
WellSpan Philhaven staff will be guiding the 
morning and afternoon participants for these two 
trainings. Each session will be four hours in length.   

Mental Health Awareness (MHA) – MHA is 
designed to educate participants in understanding 
some of the more common mental health 
diagnoses, reduce stigma and promote emotional 
wellness. This training touches on depression, 
anxiety, bipolar disorder, addiction, panic attacks 
and eating disorders. Participants will learn to 
recognize signs and symptoms and best practices 
on ways to respond and assist someone struggling 
with a mental health challenge.  

Trauma Informed Care Training (TIC) – Trauma 
Informed Care (TIC) is an approach that assumes 
that an individual is more likely than not to have a 
history of trauma. TIC recognizes the presence of 
trauma symptoms and acknowledges the role 
trauma may play in an individual’s life, including 
posing as a risk factor for mental health challenges. 
TIC requires a paradigm shift from “what is wrong 
with this person” to “what has happened to this 
person”. 

Trauma is different for different people.  But 
trauma changes us in a 

fundamental way.  Find out more 
about this and how we can shift 

the way we respond to each 
other in hopes of helping each 

other heal. 

 

Session Description for June 15:  

 

Interventions and Supports: Before, During, and  

After a Referral for Testing 

Dr. Adelle Campbell, Associate Supervisor LIU Pupil 

Personnel Services, and Ms. Hanna Hoover, EP 

School Psychologist, would like for you to please 

join them for an interactive learning session 

centered around high-quality, evidence-based 

intervention programs, social emotional learning, 

the pre-referral process, and post-referral 

supports.  This session will summarize best 

practices in the field of education with continued 

focus on improving student outcomes from an 

academic and social/emotional standpoint.  

 
  

Agenda-At-A-Glance 

Monday, June 14, 2021 

8:00 am – 12:00 pm Session 1 (two 15-min breaks) 

12:00 pm – 12:30 pm Lunch Break 

12:30 pm – 4:30 pm Session 2 (two 15-min breaks) 

 

Agenda-At-A-Glance 

Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

8:00 am – 11:30 am Morning Session 

11:30 am – 12:30 pm Lunch Break 

12:30 pm – 3:30 pm Afternoon Session 
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Session Descriptions for June 16: 

 

Session 1 Course Selections: 

Orthography: Accelerating Phonics and Spelling 

Achievement - For Grades K-4 - Presented by Mark 

Weakland 

The orthographic system of the brain, or the brain’s 

spelling area, is a foundational component of 

reading. Without a well-functioning, well-stocked 

orthographic dictionary, fluent reading is very 

difficult. In this session you will discover why it’s 

important to tightly integrate phonics and spelling 

and then teach phonics-spelling directly and 

systematically. You will also practice activities that 

give students many opportunities to decode and 

spell words and sentences, including letter-a-day, 

sound walls, basic to advanced word ladders, look-

touch-say, and flip folders. 

The Science of Teaching Reading – Grades K-5 

Presented by Dr. Jil Manga, Theresa Gottshall, Lisa 

Menges 

Watching children learn to read is magical. 

Knowing how to teach reading behaviors is 

scientific. The science involved in teaching reading 

is a research trend in the literacy field today which 

develops strong early readers who have a 

command of phonological awareness concepts and 

ensures all students will have no difficulties in 

decoding and reading new words easily.  

Participants will learn essential factors which 

ensure a successful science of reading approach.  

Participants will come away with an understanding 

of what the science of reading is, why it’s 

important, and work through a primer of how to 

implement it in their classrooms.  The session will 

feature lots of resources, motivational tips, and 

useful suggestions.   

Numeracy for Grades 3-5 – Presented by Becky 

Blahus 

Older students need specific strategies to practice 

addition and subtraction and multiplication and 

division.  It is also important to support learners 

with word problems to increase mathematical 

proficiency. 

De-escalating Student Behavior for Grades K-12– 

Presented by Jennifer Laurito 

This course will provide educators with evidence-

based, cognitive-behavioral, strategies and systems 

that can be beneficial for all students.  These 

strategies are designed to help students identify 

and understand their emotional responses and 

engage in self-regulation techniques aimed at de-

escalating their own behavior. 

  

Agenda-At-A-Glance 

June 16, 2021 

8:00 am – 9:30 am Session 1 

9:30 am – 9:50 am Break 

9:50 am – 11:20 am Session 2 

11:20 am – 12:10 pm Lunch Break 

12:10 pm – 1:40 pm Session 3 

1:40 pm – 2:00 pm Break 

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm Session 4 

 

 

mailto:kjkile@iu12.org
mailto:rscook@iu12.org


4 | P a g e       Please contact Kelly Kile kjkile@iu12.org or Becky Cook rscook@iu12.org with questions regarding this event. 
 

Session 2 Course Selections: 

Kid Writing – For Grades K-2 – Presented by Mark 
Weakland     
 
The orthographic and phonological systems of the 
brain, or the brain’s spelling and sound areas, are 
foundational parts of reading circuitry. Kid writing 
is a K-2 writing workshop program that develops 
both areas, teaches children writing and spelling 
independence, allows for differentiation and 
individual literacy development, and builds 
motivation and engagement. Even if you don’t use 
the program, this session will give you ideas on 
how to support young writers, motivate reluctant 
writers, develop spelling and phonic ability in all 
students, and teach writing and spelling 
independence. 
 

Technology Tools for Struggling Writers 

(Elementary Grades K-5) – Presented by Valerie 

Lill 

Students in grades K-5 can benefit from high-tech 

tools to help with their writing and written 

expression skills.  Participants will learn about and 

get time to practice with a variety of free tools.   

*Participants must have a charged device with 

access to the internet.   

*Participants should have access to a Google 

account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presuming Competence Grades K-12 – Presented 

by Lorrie Hrycek 

When a teacher is unsure of a student’s ability 

level, it is the least dangerous assumption to 

presume that the child is competent and can learn 

(Anne Donnellan, 1984).  With that in mind, even 

when we know a child has learning difficulties, a 

teacher should not assume the child cannot learn 

given the correct instruction and guidance.  This 

session will explore some false assumptions about 

the ability to learn and why an educator’s mindset 

matter. 

 

Autism 101 Grades K-12 – Presented by Jessica 

Miller 

Autism 101 is designed to provide general 

educators with an understanding of the 

characteristics of Autism Spectrum Disorder, 

challenges that may arise in the classroom, and 

how to mitigate those challenges using evidence-

based best practices. 

 

 

 

 

  

Alternate Registration 

Option 

Scan QR Code for Online Registration 
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Session 3 Course Selections: 

Reluctant Readers: Building Supports, Creating 

Success – For Grades 2-8 – Presented by Mark 

Weakland 

When reading is difficult, students are reluctant to 

read. To help them overcome their reluctance, let’s 

create classroom structures and routines that 

support independent reading and build fluency. In 

this session, we will explore supported 

independent reading time and repeated reading 

routines, as well as classroom structures, such as 

unleveled browsing bins, the I Can… list, Hi-Lo 

books, social reading, and self-made poetry 

anthologies, that motivate reluctant readers to 

read, read, read! 

 

 

 

 

 

Heggerty Phonemic 

Awareness 

Phonemic Awareness is the understanding that 

spoken words are made up of individual sounds 

called phonemes.  A child who is phonemically 

aware is able to isolate sounds, blend and segment 

sounds, and manipulate sounds in spoken words.  

The Heggerty Phonemic Awareness curriculum 

provides educators with 35 weeks of systematic 

Phonemic Awareness lessons. The daily Phonemic 

Awareness lessons are fun and engaging language 

play activities for whole class instruction in Pre-K, 

Kindergarten, 1st grade, and some 2nd grade 

classrooms.   

During every 10-12-minute Phonemic Awareness 

lesson, students are working with 8 phonological 

and phonemic awareness skills, along with two 

early literacy skills to develop Alphabet Knowledge 

and Language Awareness.   

During this session, educators will learn the 

importance of systematic phonemic awareness 

instruction and gain an understanding of how to 

successfully implement the Heggerty Phonemic 

Awareness curriculum in their own classrooms.  

The Heggerty curriculum materials will be provided 

for all participants.   

 

Technology Tools for Struggling Writers 

(Secondary Grades 6-12) – Presented by Valerie 

Lill 

Students in grades 6-12 can use high-tech tools to 

improve their written expression skills.  

Participants will learn about and get time to 

practice with a variety of free tools to help their 

students written expression skills.   

*Participants must have a charged device with 

access to the internet.   

*Participants should have access to a Google 

account. 

 

Check-in/Check-out – Grades K-12 – Presented by 

Lorrie Hyrcek 

Check-in/check-out is a behavioral strategy for 

students who may need additional support in 

meeting daily expectations.  The child builds a 

supportive relationship with a caring adult who 

helps them focus on skills needed for success.  This 

intervention builds in parent communication, 

student self-monitoring, and behavioral incentives. 
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Session 4 Course Selections: 

 
Teaching Chops: Highly Effective Instructional 
Techniques – For Grades K-8 – Presented by Mark 
Weakland 
 
Learn seven teaching techniques that, if used 
skillfully and consistently, help your students learn 
information more perfectly and permanently, gain 
knowledge more quickly, understand content more 
deeply, and report on what they’ve learned with 
less stress. When used daily and weekly, these 
techniques boost learning in all subject areas, are 
effective with all ages of students, and are 
especially important for students who struggle to 
read, write, and spell. 
 

Bridge the Gap:  

Phonemic 

Awareness 

Intervention – 

Grades 2+ 

The Bridge the Gap professional development 

webinar shares an in-depth understanding of the 

assessments and lessons included in Bridge the 

Gap: Phonemic Awareness Intervention Lessons.   

Participants will gain a thorough understanding of 

the lesson components, assessments, and activities 

included in the intervention manual.  The session 

will distinguish the difference between 

phonological and phonemic awareness and 

phonics.  For older learners who struggle with word 

reading, research supports the need for explicit 

phonemic awareness instruction.  A Bridge the Gap 

manual is not required for participation in this 

session.  

Early Numeracy – Grades K-2  – Presented by 

Becky Blahus 

Early numeracy (number sense) is a foundational 

skill for addition, subtraction, multiplication and 

division.  Children need explicit and direct 

instruction to develop, counting, advanced 

counting, subitizing and place value understanding. 

 

Building a Healthy, More Caring Classroom – 

Presented by Phyllis Brown 

Create a school environment that results in a 

positive impact on the emotional, social, and 

physical well-being of every child and accelerates 

learning.  Discover a systems approach to establish 

the social culture and the behavioral supports 

needed for all children in a school to achieve both 

social and academic success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title IIA Funding Note: Due to funding guidelines, 

LIU will not be able to fund the registration fees of 

parents or school personnel that do not participate 

in the Title IIA program. A registration fee may 

incur for those who wish to participate, but are not 

covered under Title IIA funding. 
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Connect, Learn, Inspire 

     June 14-16, 2021 

   

Register by May 31st using the link 

 https://bit.ly/3mxlUe4 
 Online registration is preferred 

 

Monday Sessions:  Please check the box beside the session(s) you plan to attend on June 14, 2021. Parents may attend. 

 Mental Health Awareness (MHA)  WellSpan Philhaven Staff 

 Trauma Informed Care Training (TIC)  WellSpan Philhaven Staff 

Tuesday Session:  Please check the box beside the session(s) you plan to attend on June 15, 2021. Parents may attend. 

 Interventions and Supports: Before, During and After Referral for Testing  Presented by Dr. Adelle Campbell & Hanna Hoover 
 

Wednesday’s sessions are Title IIA eligible (Cost - $80 per day) 

Wednesday 8:00-9:30AM:  Please select a 1st choice session and a 2nd choice session for the first session of June 16, 2021. 
1st 

Choice 
2nd 

Choice Please see “Title IIA Funding Note” at the bottom of the previous page. 

  Orthography:  Accelerating Phonics and Spelling Grades K-4  Presented by Mark Weakland 

  The Science of Teaching Reading Grades K-5  Presented by Dr. Jil Manga, Theresa Gottshall, Lisa Menges 

  Numeracy Grades 3-5  Presented by Becky Blahus 

  De-Escalating Student Behavior K-12  Presented by Jennifer Laurito 

Wednesday 9:50-11:20AM:  Please select a 1st choice session and a 2nd choice session for the second session of June 16. 

  Kid Writing Grades K-2  Presented by Mark Weakland  

  Technology Tools for Struggling Writers (Elementary K-5) Presented by Valerie Lill 

  Presuming Competence K-12 Presented by Lorrie Hrycek 

  Autism 101 - K-12 Presented by Jessica Miller 

Wednesday 12:10-1:40PM:  Please select a 1st choice session and a 2nd choice session for the third session of June 16, 2021. 

  Reluctant Readers:  Building Supports, Creating Success Grades 2-8  Presented by Mark Weakland 

  Heggerty Phonemic Awareness Grades Pre-K- 2   

  Technology Tools for Struggling Writers (Secondary 6-12)  Presented by Valerie Lill 

  Check & Connect, Check-in/Check-out K-12  Presented by Lorrie Hyrcek 

Wednesday 2:00-3:30PM:  Please select a 1st choice session and a 2nd choice session for the fourth session of June 16, 2021. 

  Teaching Chops:  Highly Effective Instructional Techniques Grades K-8  Presented by Mark Weakland 

  Heggerty Coaching on Bridging the Gap - Grades 2+ 

  Early Numeracy Grades K-2   Presented by Becky Blahus 

  Building a Healthy, More Caring Classroom  Presented by Phyllis Brown 

            

Name Prof. Personnel ID# 

            

Email Cell Phone # 

      

School 

            

Position Grade Level 

Do you have Title I Eligible Students in your classroom:  Yes  No 

      

Home Address 
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